
Oroville Union High School District 
History-Social Science Curriculum 

 
History-Social Science - Geography  

Geography 

COURSE TITLE: Twentieth Century Geography and Technology 
 
LENGTH OF COURSE:    One Semester  
 
TYPE OF CREDIT: Social Science (5 credits) 
 
GRADE LEVEL:    9 
 
PREREQUISITES:    None 
 
TEXTBOOK:     
 
World Geography, Richard Boehm, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 3rd Edition, ISBN 0 02 821 
737 3. 

Geography Alive!  Regions and People, Bert Bower, Teacher Curriculum Institute, 2006, 
ISBN:  1-58371-427-8 

SDC Textbook:  Pacemaker World Geography and Cultures (2nd Edition) by Globe 
Fearon ISBN:  9780130236746 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: 
 
United States Geography, William Leskowitz, Globe-Fearon, 1995, ISBN 0-8359-1027-0 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST:     
 
Students will read one of the following: 
 
Travels with Charley, John Steinbeck 
West with the Night, Beryl Markham 
The Underdogs, Mariano Azuela 
Picture Bride, Yoshiko Uchida 
When Rain Clouds Gather, Bessie Head 
 
California PASS Curriculum, California Department of Education Achieving Schools 
Award for Academic Excellence, Migrant Education, Dr, Guido Prambs, State Director, 



1999. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIALS:     
 
Merriam-Webster's High School Dictionary, Holt, Reinhart, and Winston, Inc., ISBN 0 
03 096 484 9. 
 
World Maps (Physical and Political, Demographic, Climate, Natural Resource, Economic 
Activity, Time Zones) 
Atlas for each student 
Class set of dictionaries 
A set of National Geographic CDs for each site 
A multi media globe for each site 
Appropriate software 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Students in grade nine must realize one of the realities of the contemporary world is the 
increasing influence of other nations in the daily life of the American citizen. This course 
in 20th Century Geography and Technology is designed to provide an understanding of 
the distribution and characteristics of the world's major cultures and of the dynamics of 
human migration and cultural diffusion. Emphasis will be placed on the cultures of the 
world and a technology based student presentation. Ninth grade geography is a 
foundation course to World History, United States History, Government, and Economics. 
 
Throughout the semester, students will be encouraged to use a variety of multimedia 
resources through the resource center of each school. The Internet will be offered and 
students will become proficient in its use. A culminating activity will incorporate the use 
of 21st century technology such as computers, CD-ROM, video editing, and PowerPoint 
presentations. 
 
 
BOARD ADOPTED DATE: July 21, 1999; Resolution No. 6-00. 

 
Themes of Geography  
Students will review the five fundamental themes of geography.  

 
     Location: Spatial Context  

The learner will be able to develop an awareness of where things are located and the 
relation to each other. Information can be mapped, organized, and analyzed in a 
spatial context (e.g. latitude, longitude, atlas, coordinates, degrees, etc).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Physical Characteristics  



The learner will be able to study both the physical characteristics as well as the human 
characteristics that make each area unique (e.g. determine directions on the earth's 
surface, measure distance between places, and interpret information available through 
the maps legend, scale of miles, and symbolic representations).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Environmental Issues  

The learner will be able to study the relationship of human interaction with their 
environment (e.g. people change the environment to fit their needs, land use, 
agriculture, mining, tourism, and the consequences of those changes). They will look at 
the major environmental issues confronting modern societies and of the consequences, 
intentional and unintentional, of human decisions that affect the environment.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Transportation Networks  

The learner will be able to analyze how much of the landscape of cities and 
countrysides today is marked by transportation networks providing for the continual 
movement of goods, people, ideas, and information throughout a globally 
interdependent world. This shows the diffusion of ideas, technological innovations, and 
goods, and thereby sets change in motion.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     World Regions  

The learner will be able to analyze world regions and their historical, cultural, 
economic, and political characteristics (e.g. the characteristics of both formal and 
functional regions).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Changes in Earth's Surface  
Students will study the changes within and on the Earth's surface.  

 
     Geological Processes  

The learner will be able to analyze the various geological processes that affect earth 
(e.g. internal forces such as volcanic activity, plate tectonics, earthquakes, and folding 
and faulting).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Mechanical & Chemical Weathering  

The learner will be able to study mechanical and chemical weathering as forces that 



change landforms (e.g. rock weathering, acid rain, forces of erosion, water, wind, and 
glacial activity).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Climate & Vegetation  
 

     Climate  
The learner will be able to study factors like location, latitude, elevation, and 
landforms and how they influence the climate of place (e.g. ration and revolution of the 
earth in space, wind patterns such as El Nino, ocean currents, orographic effect, 
hydrologic cycles, types of precipitation, and the worlds climatic regions).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Vegetation Regions  

The learner will be able to study the four different kinds of vegetation regions which 
are forests, grasslands, deserts, and tundra (e.g. biomes, vegetation regions, tropical 
rain forests, deciduous and coniferous forests, grasslands, and the permafrost).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Population Trends  
 

     Population Distribution  
The learner will be able to study population distribution throughout the world (e.g. 
population density, growth, birth and death rates, and urban/rural continuum).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Culture  

The learner will be able to analyze how people develop a set of customs, beliefs, and 
actions that make up its culture.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Government Structures & Power  

The learner will be able to study how governments differ in their structure and in the 
source of their political power (e.g. authoritarian, dictatorship, totalitarianism, 
monarchy, and democracy).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   



     Economic Systems  
The learner will be able to analyze various economic systems and how they decide 
which goods will be produced, how they will be produced, and how they will be 
distributed (e.g. capitalism, communism, and socialism).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Natural Resources  
 

     Renewable & Non-Renewable Resources  
The learner will be able to study both renewable and non-renewable resources and 
discuss the different energy sources (e.g. fossil fuels, nuclear energy, geothermal 
energy, solar energy, and their effect on the environment).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Land & Resource Use  

The learner will be able to study economic activities in which people use land and 
resources in order to earn their living (e.g. manufacturing and agriculture).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Stages of Economic Development  

The learner will be able to study the different stages of economic development in 
various countries (e.g. developed and undeveloped countries, gross domestic products, 
per capita GDP, subsistence farming, and commercial farming).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Cultural Regions  
 

     Countries & Cities of a Region  
The learner will be able to study the countries and cities of the specific region.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Physical Features of a Region  

The learner will be able to study the physical features of the specific region.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     People & Cultures of a Region  



The learner will be able to study the people and cultures of the specific region.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
     Climate & Vegetation of a Region  

The learner will be able to study the climate and vegetation of the specific region.  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 

Multimedia Project Presentation  
 

     Geography Research & Presentation  
The learner will be able to research a topic using CD-ROM, Internet, video camera 
with video editing, and a PowerPoint presentation as a culminating activity).  
Strand Scope Source 
Geography Master Oroville Union High School District(a) 

 

   
 


